HEA 341 (01) & (80): Chronic and Communicable Diseases
Fall 2018
Communicable or Chronic Disease Research Report
Maximum points = 25

Due date: Submit your Disease Research Report as a single Word file (.doc or .docx file extension) by 11:59 PM (Eastern Time) on Tuesday, November 6, 2018 in the Disease Research Report folder under Assignments on D2L.  No late submissions will be reviewed or scored, unless the faculty has provided permission for late submission.
DRR Components 
1. Title Page/Cover Page
2. Introduction and Historical Perspective
3. Global Epidemiology 
4. Epidemiology in the United States
5. Pathophysiology (Etiology and Pathogenesis)
6. Clinical Manifestation (Signs and Symptoms)
7. Diagnosis 
8. Treatment 
9. Prognosis
10. Conclusion
11. Bibliography
12. Appendices
Note: No Abstract is required.

DRR Requirements
1. Choose a disease (communicable or non-communicable disease).  Choose a disease about which ample information is available to develop all components of the research report (outlined above) well. Note that a research report needs to have sufficient breadth, but more importantly it needs depth.  Examples of topics that are too broad include heart disease, cancers, thyroid diseases, and tuberculosis.  Examples of topics that are not too broad and allow for sufficient depth include myocardial infarction, AIDS, breast cancer, lung cancer, multiple sclerosis, childhood asthma, and pulmonary tuberculosis. 
2. Your topic for the DRR needs to be approved by me.  Please submit your choice for DRR by Tuesday, September 11, 2018 in class.
3. Research the disease thoroughly. This is your chance to learn as much as you could about the chosen condition. Visit FHG Library, meet with the Research Librarian, and do a thorough literature search. Focus on peer reviewed journal articles. If you are in doubt about what is a peer-reviewed journal article, please check with the Research Librarian or me. Magazines, fact sheets, books, newspapers, television shows, blogs, etc., are not peer-reviewed and cannot count towards the 15 sources required for the DRR.
4. Learn and understand what plagiarism is.  Several sources are provided in the course syllabus. Consult them.
5. The DRR should be at least 3,000 words in length, double-spaced, excluding the Title Page and Appendices.  Assuming 250 words, double-spaced per page, this translates to at least 12 pages. This is the minimum length for the DRR.  Longer reports are welcome!  
6. Include a word count (MS Word does this for you) at the end of your Bibliography and bold it. Remember not to count the Title Page and Appendices in your word count. 
7. Leave one inch margin all around (top, bottom, left and right).  
8. Use a font size of 12 point.  Do not use smaller or bigger font.  Use Times New Roman or Calibri or a similar font. 
9. The DRR should have a minimum of 15 references from peer-reviewed journals, published after 2010.  For historical perspective, publications prior to 2010 could be used. Learn what are considered as peer reviewed journals. You can use non-peer reviewed materials in addition to the 15 references from peer-reviewed articles. You are expected to draw mostly from the peer reviewed resources in developing your DRR. Try to use current statistics/data, if available. 
10. Use American Psychological Association Style (consult Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, Sixth Edition) for developing your DRR. 
11. In-text citations are a must. Both in-text citations and bibliography should follow APA Style. 
12. Every entry on your reference page should be cited (used) somewhere in your paper.
13. Use multiple reference sources in each paragraph. Do not write long paragraphs using only one resource.  Do not use the same reference source for multiple sections of the paper. 
14. Ensure that all sources included in the Bibliography are cited in the text or narrative. 
15. Avoid using direct quotes. Use your words and phrases. Use direct quote only if the meaning will be altered by changing the original structure. If so, ensure that you do not exceed a total of 30 words in a quote.  
16.  Use of tables, figures, photographs, or other similar items are permitted. Include them in the Appendices and title/label them appropriately. Refer to them in your narrative, but do not incorporate them into the narrative.  While not required, they are likely to enhance the quality of your report. Appendices are not be counted in the word count for the DRR.
17. Develop a draft of your research paper early. Take it to the Writing Center on campus and get feedback. Remember to take the assignment description with you when you visit the Writing Center.
18. Proofread your document carefully.  Avoid grammatical, typographical, and other errors. 
19. Save the file as a Word document (with .docx or .doc file extension).  Give the file a name (DRR_your last name_first letter of first name) (e.g., DRR_Sankaran_G).  Do not submit your file in other formats (such as pdf or .pages). Files in formats other an .docx or .doc will not be reviewed and scored. 
20.  Submit the paper before time. Do not wait until the last hour to submit your paper. Something may go wrong and your paper will not be submitted on time.
21. Only submissions to D2L folder will be reviewed and scored. Do not send me your paper as an e-mail or an attachment.  It will not be reviewed or scored and you will lose the 25 points for this assignment. Print copy is not needed and will not be accepted. 
22.  When you submit online into the folder on D2L, you will get a Turnitin score. Check that your score is low (less than 15 percent is acceptable). I usually use filters to remove the Cover Page and the Bibliography from consideration in the Turnitin score.
23. You are permitted to submit multiple versions of your DRR, but only the last version will be reviewed and scored.
24.  If you submit a DRR that you submitted earlier for this course or another course, then you will receive zero point for this assignment. 
25. All DRRs will be assessed by Turnitin and an originality score will be provided. This is another reason why all DRRs need to be submitted to the appropriate folder under Assignments on D2L.

DRR Evaluation

	DRR Component
	Assigned
Points

	Title/Cover Page
	1.0

	Introduction and Historical Perspective
	1.0

	Global Epidemiology
	2.0

	Epidemiology in the United States
	2.0

	Pathophysiology (Etiology and Pathogenesis)
	3.0

	Clinical Manifestation (Signs and Symptoms)
	3.0

	Diagnosis
	2.5

	Treatment
	2.5

	Prognosis
	1.5

	Conclusion/Summary
	1.0

	Bibliography (References – number, quality, relevance, current, concurrence with citation in the text)
	[bookmark: _GoBack]2.0

	Appendices (tables, figures, photos, maps, etc.)*
	0.0

	APA Style (in text and in Bibliography)
	2.0

	Grammar, Accuracy, Flow, Turnitin Score
	1.5

	Total
	25.0


(* Even though no points are assigned to Appendices, inclusion of tables, figures, photos, maps, etc., are likely to enhance the quality of your DRR.)
Please contact me with your questions or if you need any clarification (gsankaran@wcupa.edu or 610-436-2300). 
3

